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93-216 August 3, 1993 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
NO DEGREE TOO LATE FOR CHARLESTON RESIDENT 
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University student Caroline 
Christian has spent the last month preparing for a comprehensive 
Colonial American Literature examination as the final step toward 
obtaining a master's degree. 
For Christian, nailing a master's degree on her wall more 
than five decades after graduating from a Boston high school will 
be quite an accomplishment. 
At 70-plus years old, the Charleston mother, grandmother and 
retired accountant, who prefers not divulging her age, had 
no intention of ever getting this far with her education. 
It was only after taking early retirement from Cheese-
borough-Ponds in Connecticut and moving to Charleston to be with 
her daughter and son-in-law that the Boston native decided to go 
back to college to get her bachelor's degree and later her mas-
ter's. 
" Eastern was close and I thought it would be a good way to 
meet people and to learn new things. I don't think someone can 
ever learn too much. It's important to keep the mind active and 
to get a different perspective on things, " she said. 
-more-
ADD 1/1/1/1 NO DEGREE TOO LATE 
In the summer of 1983, Christian enrolled in Eastern's Board 
of Governors Bachelor of Arts degree program, specifically de­
signed for adult students who have family and/or work responsi­
bilities. 
Christian had attended a two-year business college in the 
East so she knew what to expect in terms of homework, term papers 
and cramming for finals. However, setting foot in a classroom 
after 50 years made her a bit apprehensive. 
"Once I got started I seemed to blend right in. Many of my 
classmates even came to me for help. I was usually the oldest 
student in the class, but I enjoy being around young people. My 
professors were very supportive," she said. 
Christian enrolled in at least three classes per semester 
and when she wasn't in class she could be found mingling in the 
University union with students five decades younger than her, 
walking three times a week year-round, babysitting her grand­
children, reading, sewing or going to EIU sporting events. 
It took her seven years to complete her bachelor's degree 
and the only thing that got in her way during that time was an 
eye operation that kept her out of the classroom for one semes­
ter. She also has been known to escape the homework blues by 
vacationing in Boston or traveling across the country. 
After completing her bachelor's degree three years ago, she 
decided she would waste no time and began work on her master's. 
"I have really enjoyed my master's coursework in English. 
-more-
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There is a greater exchange of ideas among students and the pro­
fessors at the graduate level. Those in my classes are there 
because they want to be. They are more focused, " Christian 
said. 
She and her daughter, Jayne Bardsley of Charleston, who 
received a master's degree from Eastern in 1985, are the only 
ones in the Christian family who have college degrees. 
"One of the reasons I went to work was so I would have 
money to send my daughter to college, " she said. 
Christian said she hopes she is an inspiration to others 
in her age group. " No matter how old you are or how hard it is, 
it's never too late to return to school. " 
She already has made quite an impression on her five grand­
children, ranging in age from 4 to 14. "The kids think it's great 
that their grandmother goes to school; and because I go, they 
feel they need to go. " 
When asked how she will feel when she walks across Eastern's 
Lantz Gymnasium stage on Sunday, Aug. 8, to receive her master's 
degree, Christian said, "I think it will feel nice. It will give 
me a sense of accomplishment. " Her family and friends will be 
there to share her success. 
She said she does not want a big celebration like was given 
when she received her bachelor's degree. "I would just like to 
spend a quiet day at horne cleaning house. " 
Christian said that while she will miss the routine of 
-more-
ADD 3/3/3/3 NO DEGREE TOO LATE 
attending classes, she is going to seek new challenges. 
Those challenges, she said, might include writing a book 
about American Colonial times or teaching at the college level. 
" I  would like to put my college degrees to good use, even at my 
age. " 
She said she does not plan to pursue a Ph. D. --at least for 
now. 
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